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3. This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a. [x] (sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of 4 sheets, as follows: 

sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis for this report and/or 
sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 

\ ] sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes beyond 
the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the Supplemental 
Box. 

b. f - 1 (sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) , containing 

a sequence listing and/or table related thereto, in computer readable form only, as indicated in. the Supplemental Box 
• Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the Administrative Instructions). 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

| | This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

| | international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)) 

| | publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

| | international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally 
filed" and are not annexed to this report): 

r j the international application as originally filed/furnished 

| X | ^e description: 

pages 1-20 as originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 

pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 



X 



the claims: 



pages as originally filed/furnished 

pages* as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

pages* 21-24, received on 18 April 2005 with the letter of 18 April 2005 

pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 



X the drawings: 



pages 1/4-4/4 as originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 

pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 

|~| a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3. | | The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

[ | the description, pages 

[ | the claims, Nos. 

■~ [ the drawings, sheets/figs 

| the sequence listing (specify): 

\ | any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 

4. ~] This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 

made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 
70.2(c)). 

j | the description, pages 

[ [ the claims, Nos. 

j j the drawings, sheets/figs 

| j the sequence listing (specify): 

["] any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 
* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 1-20,23 YES 

Claims 21,22,24,25 NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims YES 

Claims 1-25 NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-25 YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

NOVELTY (N): Claims 21, 22, 24, 25 

(a) US 401 1838: Claims 21, 22, 24, 25 

From the drawings and description, extraction element teat cup 4/5/6/7 for extracting milk; controller 16; sensor 
14;. common line 12. From column 4, lines 65-68; col 9, line 67-col 10, line 9; it is clear that there is sequential 
operation of the teat cups, implying that when one teat cup extracts milk that subsequently flows into the 
common line 12, there is at least one other cup that is not extracting milk and hence there is a time period when 
only some of the extraction elements are inputting. milk into common line 12 and the other extractor elements are 
idle. The controller 16 therefore controls the activation of the extraction elements to prevent milk supplied from 
all elements from entering into the common line 12 together at any one time. 

(b) US 4572104: Claims 21, 22, 24, 25 

Extraction element 14 for extracting milk ; controller 46; sensor 42; common line 12. From col 2, lines 52-59; 
col 3, lines 51-59; it is clear that, for some time at least,, there. is one extraction element, ie one cup (or a pair of 
cups) that is extracting milk while another cup or pair of cups remains idle. The controller 46 therefore controls 
the activation of the extraction elements to prevent milk supplied from all elements from entering into the 
common line 12 together at any one time. 

Hence each document discloses all the features of each claim listed alongside. 

INVENTIVE STEP (IS): Claims 1-25 
Claims 21, 22, 24, 25: as above 

(c) US 6378455: single sensor 12 in common line 4/5; col 1, lines 24-26 disclose that sensor 12 detects particular 
compounds in milk; col 4, lines 49-52, discloses comparison of conductivity values of different udder quarters 

Claims 1-20, 23 each lack an inventive step with respect to either citation (a) or (b) when combined with citation 
(c), such combination being obvious to the person skilled in the art (PSA). 
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Box No. VI Certain documents cited 



1 . Certain published documents (Rules 43bis. 1 and 70. 1 0) 



Application No. 
Patent No. 



EP 1369031 



Publication date 
(day/month/year) 

10 December 2003 



Filing date 
(day/month/year) 

28 April 2003 



Priority date (valid claim) 
(day/mon My ear) 

6 June 2002 



From description and drawings, extraction element teat cup 1 (2, 3, 4) together with valve 19 (20, 21, 22) since valve 
19 allows overall effective 'extraction 1 by allowing/not allowing milk to entire the common line; controller (col I, lines 
55-58) for controlling valve 19 in such a way that the activation of the extraction elements occurs to prevent milk 
supplied from all elements from entering into the common line 6 together at any one time; single sensor 5 in common 
line 6. Single sensor 5 is a spectrum analyser (col 2, lines 3-7) for analysis of chemical compounds in the milk and is 
subjected to milk only from a single extraction element at any one time as disclosed at col 2, lines 44-5 1 . Hence 
Claims 1, 2, 4-7, 21, 23-25, lack novelty; Claims 3, 8, 13, 17-20, lack inventive step; with respect to this citation. 



2. Non-written disclosures (Rule 70.9) 



Kind of non-written disclosure 



Date of non- written disclosure 
(day/month/year) 



Date of written disclosure 
referring to non-written disclosure 
(day/month/year) 
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Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully 
supported by the description, are made: 

1. Claims 1-25 do not define the invention described because they omit the following features which, from reading the 
specification as a whole, appear to be essential to the invention: 

(a) there is one common collection line into which two or more extraction elements deliver the extracted fluid 

(b) extraction elements are operated sequentially so that fluid extracted by only one element flows through the 
common line at any one time 

(c) there is a single sensor in the common line that is exposed to fluid flowing from only one element at any one 
time, as a consequence of the sequential operation of the extraction elements 

From reading your description it is abundantly clear that features (a)-(c) embody your invention. 

Claim I, as it now stands, has a scope that is broad enough to encompass situations that are well beyond your 
invention. For instance, 'deliver an extracted fluid from two.or more extraction elements into at least one collection 
line* (lines 3/4) includes the possibility that two extraction elements empty into two collection lines respectively, ie 
one extraction element empties into one collection line and the other extraction element empties into another 
collection line quite independently of the other. Surely, this is not your invention. In the same way, 'at least one 
sensor associated with at least one collection line' (lines 5/6) can mean that there are many sensors in many lines. 
Again, this certainly does not appear to be your invention. Hence, features (a) and (c) must be defined in the claims. 

Furthermore, there is one and only one method described in your description of achieving single fluid flow in a 
common line and that is by sequential operation of the elements. Your claims as they now stand are speculative 
because they define any and every method of achieving single flow, even the type disclosed in the TP' document 
cited herein where on-line valves (that are part of the 'extraction element' as discussed in Box VI) are activated/de- 
activated to achieve single flow. Therefore your claims must define feature (b) above in order define your 
invention. 

Please note that the comments above are equally applicable for Claim 21 . 
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